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Is the church recalling the past without encountering the present?
Emerging church – are we indanger of inducted our young people into a model that doesn’t work for adults any longer?

Who are these young people?
Have God’s DNA from start – how often do we fully appreciate the fullness of children.

Pot – some people see children as a gift (like the pot’ whilst others wish to see what’s inside.
Items:
Transparent/transluecent cloth, glimpses of God within them.
Cross – church role
pot of glitter glimpses of whpo they are

Book – shapes them literature and language
Candle – symbols and life images
Praying hands – gestures and seeing responses.

Borders (4 strips of clothm drawing boundaries)
Little person – each unique, born separately
Question makr – always questioning inquisitive
Sand timer – wwar eof time and unaware!
Eagle image – free to flow spread wings unaware of boundaries
Egg – fragile and separate inside to grow before cracking egg.

Photo
Feather – floats un
Bubbles – play yet fragile 
Stone –skimming stones – for no reason
Crayons –creative
Squeaky toy – noisy and sometimes funny or surprising

FOIL – make who you are what’s important to you.
Then swap it.


Mark Griffiths – Ministry in 3 dimensions

Philip Cliff’s PHD ‘Sunday School teachers cannot do for parents what they must do themselves.  The classroom is no substitute for the family. (1986 p322)

Family in Old Testament
· bah’-ith – what we understand by family.  We find family context of Passover, angel of first born of every household. Liturgical feast immediate family, son taught to stand and ask particular question ‘what makes this night special?’ father explains we free from slavery – communication of the God who does things.  If we have a ministry to people we need to communicate the god who does things – God who is gong to do things!  Potentiality! 
· Mish-paw-khaw’ – (more common) bond of kinship that unites people in a belief system.  Boy arrange marriage, fiancée puts lamp in window, he builds house near family , gets wife, one week party, John 14 ‘Hebrew wedding’ I am preparing place for you in my fathers house there are many rooms.  Then house after house, after house, becomes a tribe.  
It’s not everyone will communicate but everyone does communicate.

New Testament 
- same systems but we have new stories.  – God who heals the sick, raises from eth dead, walks on water etc.  Early Mish-paw-khaw. Everyone gathered in Solomon’s colonnade was intergenerational – God’s system his ‘A plan’ for communication of powerful and affective yet fragile.

Child Evangelism
It is the communication of the Jesus story to children who would not hear it in any other way.  It’s a repair strategy – not the A plan is Plan B.

It’s not hopeless it’s packed with hope!  
A blank canvas – we can communicate the Jesus story.
Not our opportunity to share our fundamental truth. Or to hark on about our 
God who loves them so much he walked this earth for them.
Jesus who went out of his way to find people like them.

1. How do you rate as a church?
Bah-ith – immediate family. – parent course, how do we encourage other families.
Mish paw khaw – wider community, employed to make Sunday work well? 
Child evangelism – reaching the unchurched, got the school’s covered?
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What do I need?
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